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Anotace 
 

Classical medicine describes in large the pathological process, but rarely questions the 
origin of diseases. By combining data extracted from pathogens molecular genetics, 
anthropological genetics, bio-archelogy and comparative physiology, it is possible to 
better understand how both transmissible and non-transmissible diseases appeared 
and played a selective role in human evolution. Admixture with Neanderthals and 
Denisovans, genes selected during the Holocene, palaeopathological descriptions and 
epidemiological considerations about the present distribution of diseases will be used 
to give an overview of Darwinian medicine, and speculate about the future of the 
pathological burden. 
 


